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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF JEFFERSON COUNTY, ALABAMA
BIRMINGHAM DIVISION

TAMMY BROWN,
Plaintiff,

v.

ALABAMA CARDIOLOGY GROUP,
P.C.,

Defendant.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

01-CV-2024-903135

CONSOLIDATED WITH

IRENE HALL, ET AL.,
Plaintiffs,

v.

ALABAMA CARDIOLOGY GROUP,
P.C.,

Defendant.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

01-CV-2024-903152

CONSOLIDATED WITH
ALBERTA FELDER,

Plaintiff,

v.

ALABAMA CARDIOLOGY GROUP,
P.C.,

Defendant.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

01-CV-2024-903413

CONSOLIDATED WITH
THOMAS GREER, ET AL.,

Plaintiffs,

v.

ALABAMA CARDIOLOGY GROUP,
P.C.,

Defendant.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

01-CV-2024-903383

ELECTRONICALLY FILED
3/27/2026 12:16 PM

01-CV-2024-903135.00
CIRCUIT COURT OF

JEFFERSON COUNTY, ALABAMA
JACQUELINE ANDERSON SMITH, CLERK
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CONSOLIDATED WITH
VANESSA BROOKS, ET AL.,

Plaintiffs,

v.

ALABAMA CARDIOLOGY GROUP,
P.C.,

Defendant.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

01-CV-2024-903291

CONSOLIDATED WITH
WILIAM SMITH,

Plaintiff,

v.

ALABAMA CARDIOLOGY GROUP,
P.C.,

Defendant.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

01-CV-2024-903200

CONSOLIDATED WITH
DALE GOODWIN,

Plaintiff,

v.

ALABAMA CARDIOLOGY GROUP,
P.C.,

Defendant.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

01-CV-2024-903497

CONSOLIDATED WITH
DELPHINE HOLLOWAY,

Plaintiff,

v.

ALABAMA CARDIOLOGY GROUP,
P.C.,

Defendant.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

01-CV-2024-903650

FINAL APPROVAL ORDER AND JUDGMENT OF APPROVAL

This matter coming before the Court on PLAINTIFFS’ UNOPPOSED MOTION FOR

FINAL APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT AND MEMORANDUM IN
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SUPPORT (Doc. 135) and PLAINTIFF’S MOTION AND MEMORANDUM FOR APPROVAL

OF ATTORNEYS’ FEES, EXPENSES, AND SERVICE AWARDS (Doc. 131) (collectively, the

“Motions”). The Court, having considered the Motions, the supporting memorandums of law,

the Parties’ Settlement Agreement (the “Agreement”), the pleadings and other papers filed in

this Action, and the statements of counsel and the parties, has determined that the proposed

Settlement satisfies the criteria for final approval and the proposed Settlement Class is certified

for settlement purposes only. Accordingly, good cause appearing in the record, Plaintiffs’

Motions are GRANTED as follows:

1. Unless defined herein, all defined terms in this order shall have the respective

meanings ascribed to the same terms in the Agreement.

2. The Court has conducted a final evaluation of the Settlement set forth in the

Agreement. Based on this evaluation, the Court finds that the Agreement meets all applicable

requirements of Alabama Rule of Civil Procedure 23 for settlement purposes only, including that

the Settlement Class is sufficiently numerous, that there are questions of law and fact common to

members of the Settlement Class that predominate, that the Class Representatives fairly and

adequately protect the interests of the Settlement Class and that class treatment is an appropriate

method for the fair and efficient adjudication of the controversy.

3. The Court further finds that: (i) there is a good cause to believe that the

Settlement is fair, reasonable, and adequate; (ii) the Agreement has been negotiated at arm’s

length between experienced attorneys familiar with the legal and factual issues of this case, and

(iii) the Settlement is in the best interests of the Settlement Class Members. Therefore, the Court

grants final approval of the Settlement.
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Certification of the Settlement Class

4. Pursuant to Alabama Rule of Civil Procedure 23, and for settlement purposes

only, the Court certifies the following Settlement Class:

All individuals residing in the United States whose PHI and/or PII was
compromised in the Data Breach discovered by Alabama Cardiology Group in
July 2024, including all those individuals who received notice of the breach.

Excluded from the Settlement Class are the Court, the officers and directors of

Defendant, persons who have been separately represented by an attorney and entered into a

separate settlement agreement in connection with the Data Breach, and persons who timely and

validly request exclusion from the Settlement Class.

5. The Court finds and concludes for settlement purposes only that the prerequisites

to a class action, set forth in Alabama Rule of Civil Procedure 23, are satisfied in that:

A. the Settlement Class is so numerous that joinder of all members is

impracticable;

B. there are questions of law or fact common to the Settlement Class;

C. Plaintiffs and Class Counsel fairly and adequately represent the Settlement

Class;

D. the claims of Plaintiffs are typical of those of Settlement Class Members;

E. common issues predominate over any individual issues affecting the

members of the Settlement Class;

F. Plaintiffs fairly and adequately protect and represent the interests of all

members of the Settlement Class, and Plaintiffs’ interests are aligned with the interests of all

other members of the Settlement Class; and

G. settlement on a class action basis is superior to other means of resolving
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this matter.

6. For settlement purposes only, the Court hereby approves the appointment of

Plaintiffs TAMMY BROWN, VANESSA BROOKS, and EMILY SMITH SANDERS as Class

Representatives.

7. For settlement purposes only, the Court hereby approves the appointment

EisnerAmper as the Settlement Administrator and shall be required to perform all of the duties

of the Settlement Administrator as set forth in the Agreement or this Order.

8. For settlement purposes only, the Court hereby approves the appointment of

PITTMAN, DUTTON, HELLUMS, BRADLEY, & MANN, P.C., STRAUSS BORRELLI

PLLC, and SIRI & GLIMSTAD LLP, as Class Counsel and finds that they are competent and

capable of exercising the responsibilities of Settlement Class Counsel.

9. The Court further finds that the Settlement Agreement substantially fulfills the

purposes and objectives of the class action and provides beneficial relief to the Settlement Class.

The Court also finds that the Settlement Agreement: (a) is the result of serious, informed, non-

collusive arms’ length negotiations involving experienced counsel familiar with the legal and

factual issues of this case and made with the assistance of a mediator; (b) meets all applicable

requirements of law, including Alabama Rule of Civil Procedure 23; and (c) is not a finding or

admission of liability by Defendant.

Notice

10. Notice of the Final Approval Hearing, the proposed attorneys’ fees, costs, and

expenses, and the proposed Service Award payment to Class Representatives have been provided

to Settlement Class Members as directed by this Court. An affidavit or declaration of the

Settlement Administrator’s compliance with the notice program has been filed with the Court
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(Doc. 135, Ex. 1).

11. The Court finds that such Notice constituted the best possible notice practicable

under the circumstances and constitutes valid, due, and sufficient notice to all Settlement Class

Members in compliance with the requirements of Alabama Rule of Civil Procedure 23.

Exclusions and Objections

12. The persons listed and identified on Exhibit 1, attached hereto and incorporated

by this reference, submitted timely and proper requests for exclusion, are excluded from the

Settlement Class, and are not bound by the terms of the Settlement Agreement or this Final

Approval Order.

13. Plaintiffs and Settlement Class Members who did not validly and timely request

exclusion from the Settlement are permanently barred and enjoined from asserting, commencing,

prosecuting, or continuing any of the Released Claims or any of the claims described in the

Settlement Agreement against the Released Parties.

14. Any member of the Settlement Class who failed to file and serve a timely written

objection in compliance with the requirements of this Order and the Settlement Agreement shall

be deemed to have waived any objections and shall be foreclosed from making any objections

(whether by appeal or otherwise) to the Settlement.

Award of Attorneys’ Fees, Costs, and Expenses and Plaintiffs’ Service Awards

15. The Court has considered Plaintiffs’ Motion and Memorandum for Approval of

Attorneys’ Fees, Expenses, and Service Awards (Doc. 131).

16. The Court awards Class Counsel one third of the Settlement Fund, $741,666.66,

as an award of attorneys’ fees and $16,007.78 in costs and expenses to be paid in accordance

with the Settlement, and the Court finds this amount of fees, costs, and expenses to be fair and
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reasonable. This award of attorneys’ fees, costs, and expenses, and any interest earned thereon,

shall be paid by the Defendant, separate and apart from any benefits provided to Settlement

Class Members and the costs of notice and Settlement Administration. This award of attorneys’

fees, costs, and expenses is independent of the Court’s consideration of the fairness,

reasonableness, and adequacy of the Settlement.

17. The Court awards $5,000 to each Class Representative, for a total of $15,000, in

recognition of their efforts on behalf of the Settlement Class.

18. The Court orders payment of Settlement Administration costs and expenses to

EisnerAmper for performance of its settlement notice and claims administration services.

19. Defendant shall pay the attorneys’ fees, costs, and expenses to the Settlement

Administrator within thirty (30) days of the Effective Date.

Final Approval

20. The Court has considered all the pleadings and documents filed in support of the

Settlement, and has fully considered all matters raised, all exhibits and affidavits filed, all

evidence received at the Final Approval Hearing held on March 20, 2026, all other papers and

documents comprising the record herein, and all oral arguments presented to the Court.

21. Pursuant to the Settlement Agreement, Plaintiffs and the Settlement Class

Members release claims against Defendant and all Released Parties, as defined in the Settlement

Agreement.

22. On the Effective Date as provided for under the Settlement Agreement, (i)

Plaintiffs and each Settlement Class Member (collectively and individually, the “Releasing

Parties”), and (ii) Settlement Class Counsel will be deemed to have, and by operation of the

Final Order and Judgment shall have, fully, finally, completely, and forever released and
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discharged the Released Parties from the Released Claims.

23. The Parties, their respective attorneys, and the Settlement Administrator are

hereby directed to consummate the Settlement in accordance with this Order and the terms of the

Settlement Agreement.

24. The matter is hereby dismissed with prejudice, costs taxed as paid, except that the

Court retains jurisdiction over the case to the extent necessary to enforce consummation and

enforcement of the Settlement.

25. In accordance with Alabama Rule of Civil Procedure 23, this Final Order and

Judgment resolves all claims against all Parties in this Action and is a final order. There is no

just reason to delay the entry of final judgment in this matter, and the Clerk is directed to file this

Order as the final judgment in this matter.

26. Costs are taxed as paid.

DONE and ORDERED this 27thday of March, 2026.

/s/ PAT BALLARD
CIRCUIT JUDGE
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EXHIBIT 1
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# Name

1. ANITA MCCORD

2. DOUGLAS WIMPEE

3. SARAH DUNCAN

4. RUTH DUNCAN

5. THOMAS PATTERSON

6. JAMES MILLER

7. KEARNEY HUTSLER
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